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Synopsis

Winston Churchill knew the power of words. In speeches, books, and articles, he expressed his
feelings and laid out his vision for the future. His wartime writings and speeches have fascinated
generation after generation with their powerful narrative style and thoughtful reflection.Martin Gilbert,
Churchill&#39;s official biographer, has chosen passages that express the essence of
Churchill&#39;s thoughts and describe&#151;in his own inimitable words&#151;the main
adventures of his life and the main crises of his career. From first to last, they give insight into his

life, how it evolved, and how he made his mark on the British and world stage.
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Customer Reviews

Washington Times, 7/31/1 2A¢a -A“What makes this particular volume stand out is the

expertA¢a -4,¢s encyclopedic knowledge about the subjectA¢a —a +and his keen eye in choosing
the most exceptional works of a man who wrote and spoke so many of them.A A Mr. Gilbert has
long been ChurchillA¢a -4,¢s greatest champion, but he wisely takes a secondary role to simply
provide brief thoughts on each excerptA¢a -a,¢s historical significance.A A In doing so,
ChurchillA¢a -4,¢s astonishing mastery of the English language can thereby do all the

talkingA¢a —Ala superb volume of ChurchillA¢a —a,¢s writings and speeches.A¢a —A+Veterans
Reporter, 9/1/12A¢a -A“[A] masterful book and a history worth buying and reading and paying
attention to.A¢a -A«Buffalo News, 9/30/12A¢a -A“ChurchillA¢a —4,¢s speechesA¢a -Ajsing in a
way English language statesmen and politicians have tried unsuccessfully to match ever

since.A A This volume has them all, and in chronological order, often with brief lead-ins to supply



context, so it can be read as a history of the British Empire during the first have of the 20th century,
or used as an anthology of Churchillian quotationsA¢a —A|Kudos to Sir Gilbert for the service he
has performed in packing the best of Churchill into one comprehensible

volume.A¢a -AsSacramento Book Review, October 2012A¢a -A“Will give the reader great insight
into the history of Britain during the time of Churchill and ChurchillA¢a -a,¢s own development into
the leader during their A¢a —Ecefinest hour.A¢a -4,¢ Highly recommended especially in this age of
politics over character.A¢a —A«Charleston Post & Courier, 11/11/12A¢a -A“With 200 extracts well
chosen by historian and Churchill biographer Martin Gilbert, this book isnA¢a -4,¢t just informative
and entertaining. ItA¢a —4a,¢s inspiring.A¢a -AsNamed a San Francisco Book Review Staff Pick for

A¢a -A“Best Books of 2012A¢a -A- --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

Sir Martin Gilbert is one of Britain&#39;s leading historians. He is the author of more than eighty

books and an Honorary Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. He lives in London.

Being an Indian, ever since my childhood | have heard only bad things about this man; and with all
honesty almost all of it is true. He was directly responsible for a devastating famine in India during
the war. But as | grew up, | understood that the situation was beyond his control. He was leading a
war against tyranny and his interests lied in victory of his country. Every human being is flawed and
they take wrong decisions and in this case we were in the wrong side.So | thought of learning a bit
about his life and works and purchased this book.The first good thing is, the organisation of the
materials. It’s like a journey through the life of Churchill rather than a boring documentary. Every
section has an introduction to what follows, to put things in the right context. As you keep reading,
you will see a certain new character trait of Churchill which he developed from a certain experience.
Churchill’s writings are sharp and clean and the author of this book has done a great job in
sketching a brief picture of Churchill’s life.The second second is History: | learned a lot about the
world the world history by reading this book. Whenever | found anything that | have not heard
before, | just went to Wikipedia and learned about that chapter of history.To cut the long story short,
this book tells you a lot about Churchill’s life and his journeys. A well read man who had travelled to
far corners of the world and had all sorts of experiences. | thoroughly enjoyed this book and learned
a lot from it. | would advise the reader to go slowly through the book and use the internet to find
more information about any incidents that she/he is not aware of. It might improve your history by a

significant amount, at least it did for me.



| have yet to finish this book. Churchhill is an inspiration. My hope is to learn from his wisdom, rise

above my rudimentary public school education and inspire others.

This book is a great read for someone that is really interested in hearing the history of Winston
Churchill through his own words. The author did an excellent job in sorting through and including
pertinent speeches that present a broad picture of his thoughts and experiences throughout his life.
On the top corners of each page is reference to what year it was and how old he was at the time.
The author introduces each speech or writing with context of when, where and why it was written or
spoken. The reason | gave it four stars was | felt that on certain speeches the author included more

than was necessary. Overall this book is a very well written history from Churchill’s perspective.

I've always wondered what any serious reader would gain by reading a Churchill biography when
the man himself is a hugely productive (and publicity loving) writer and speechmaker. With this
book, the answer is, clearly, Not much (excepting Manchester's awesome 2 volumes).Skip the

biographies, and judge the great man by his own (very many) words.

Great book and sent as promised.

The title says it all! This was a gift - graduation present for my nephew - and was very well received!
| will probably get another for myself after browsing through it. Especially liked (as did my nephew)
the incluson of Churchill’s early writings. Of course it includes the famous and awe inspiring
war-time speeches, but a terrific intro for those not so familiar with the total scope of his career and

life.

Excellent book. The editor obviously respected Churchill and has carefully selected gems from
throughout Churchill’s life to inform the reader about the man and his times. Martin Gilbert is not

only a great biographer and scholar, but an incredible teacher.

This was one of the two best references | found on Churchill for my history report. Full of quotes and
stories that describe Churchill’s incredible impact during WWII. Easy to read and entertaining. I'd

highly recommend this book.
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